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One time someone representing a church called me and said, “We heard 
you’re a very funny speaker.  We’d like you to come and give us an 
evening of laughter and fun.”  

I said, “I think I can do that as long as I can share God’s Word with you 
too.”  

The person on the other end of the phone said, “We’re not asking for that
—we’re asking for thirty minutes of entertainment.”  

I said, “Then I’m not your guy.”  

I hung up and reflected.  

When you understand what God specifically created you to be and do in 
life, you know what to say yes to—and, perhaps more importantly, you 
know what to say no to.  Hence, the ability to determine the difference 
between what is merely a good opportunity for you and what is God’s 
best for you is a powerful advantage in life.

The question is: How can you figure out what’s merely a good 
opportunity and what’s a God opportunity?

Consider the decision-making genius of Jesus.  

Read the passage of Scripture on the next page and observe closely how 
Jesus determined the difference between a good opportunity and a God 
opportunity.  It could change your life....

This five-page PDF is a FREE excerpt from The Challenge of Finishing Well, a 
twenty-eight page interactive workbook that is designed to help you explore 
what it means for you to be and do what God created you to be and do. 
Great for small groups, Sunday school, or personal study, this booklet includes 
twenty-seven self-evaluation questions that are designed to help you begin 
the journey of discovering what God created you to be and do in life... so 
that you can finish well. Visit www.cadreministries.com/store.  You have our 
enthusiastic permission to share this FREE five-page PDF with as many people 
as you like!

?

http://www.cadreministries.com/store
http://www.cadreministries.com/store


16 — The Challenge of Finishing Well

www.cadreministries.com

Every opportunity people give you—even ministry opportunities in the 
church—should not automatically be understood as an obligation from 
God. There are so many good things people want you to do with your short 

life, you will never be able to do them all. And if you try to do them all, you 

will miss God’s best for you. If you miss God’s best, you will not finish this 
life well. Hence, the ability to determine the difference between what is 

good and what is God’s best for you is a powerful advantage in life. This 

is precisely why you must begin the journey of discovering God’s personal, 
specific mission for your life.

Action Point: Read Mark 1:35-39. “Very early in the morning, while 
it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary 
place, where he prayed. Simon and his companions went to look for 
him, and when they found him, they exclaimed: ‘Everyone is looking for 
you!’ Jesus replied, ‘Let us go somewhere else—to the nearby villages—
so I can preach there also. That is why I have come.’”

How did Jesus know what to say yes to and what to say no to? 

If you want to discover how to figure out what to say yes to and what to say no to, check 
out Cadre’s Time Management for Painfully Pooped-Out People: Ten Biblical Principles 
for Taking Control of Your Life and Time (www.cadreministries.com)

yes…
…no
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In light of what you’ve just learned 
from Jesus, how can YOU figure out 
the difference between a good 
opportunity and a God opportunity?
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Resources: More practical help for those serious about finishing well

The Challenge of Finishing Well. If you want to share this booklet 

with others you can purchase additional copies (single or bulk) at 

cadreministries.com. Both printed and downloadable editions are 

available. 

Time Management for Painfully Pooped-Out People: Ten Biblical Principles 
for Taking Control of Your Life and Time. Visit Cadre’s online store for your 

copy of this workbook and the companion audio at cadreministries.com

Free online tools

Visit cadreministries.com for free monthly downloadable training and 
resources. We invite you to sign up for monthly free training that’ll arrive in 
your email inbox. Part of the fun of being missionaries of encouragement is 
giving away some of what God has given us. 

Training that comes to you 

One help for finishing well is remaining a life-long learner. Cadre 
Ministries is a non-profit missionary organization whose focus is 
helping local churches become the greatest volunteer training 
agencies on the planet. Cadre’s training is designed to help 
volunteers of all ages be volunteer ministers. We invite your 

support and involvement with Cadre as we pursue helping churches 
regardless of their resources, location or the age of their volunteers. 
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